Structured Engagement Exercises

	Structure & Graphic
	Description
	Benefits & Purposes

	Corners
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	· Corners or areas of the classroom are designated for focused discussion of four aspects of a topic.
· Students individually think about the topic for a short time.
· Students go into the corner of their choice and discuss the topic.

· At least one student from each corner shares about the corner discussion.
	· By "voting" with their feet, students literally take a position about a topic.
· Focused discussion develops deeper thought about a topic.

· Students experience many valid points of view about a topic.

	Fishbowl
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	· Half of the class sits in a circle, facing inward; the other half of the class sits in a larger circle around them.
· Students on the inside discuss a topic while those outside listen for new information and/or evaluate the discussion according to pre-established criteria.

· Groups reverse positions and repeat.
	· Focused listening enhances knowledge acquisition and listening skills.

· Peer evaluation supports development of specific discussion skills.
· Identification of criteria for evaluation promotes self-monitoring.

	Numbered Heads


	· Students number off within each group.
· Teacher prompts or gives a direction.

· Students think individually about the topic.

· Groups discuss the topic so that any member of the group can report for the group.

· Teacher calls a number and the student from each group with that number reports for the group.
	· Group discussion of topics provides each student with language and concept understanding.
· Random recitation provides an opportunity for evaluation of both individual and group progress.

	Three-Step Interview

[image: image3]
	· Students form pairs.
· Student A interviews Student B about a topic.

· Partners reverse roles.

· Student A shares with the class information from Student B; then Student B shares information from Student A.
	· Interviewing supports language acquisition by providing scripts for expression.
· Responding provides opportunities for structured self-expression.
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